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PEER PRESSURE

IDOLS
 

 

WHERE DO I START?

 
 
 

 
What do you sacrifice for? Search your heart. It is important that our
sacrifices be for God or godly things.
 
What do you love? Make sure you do not love the things of the world more
than you love God.
 
How do you spend all of your time? God deserves our time. He wants to
spend time with you!
 
 

There are two instances in the bible that mention golden calves.
In the passage above, Aaron tried to say that the calf made itself once he threw the
gold into the fire. That was not the truth.
In the other instance in the bible, two calves were made and were to represent the
image of the one true God, our God.
Golden calves were not a new idea. It is believed these derived from Egypt as well as
other cultures and were connected to Baal, Epis (Egyptian bull god), and fertility in
general.
It goes without saying, these idols were false, dead gods.

DID YOU KNOW???
 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR ME?
 Aaron really struggled with peer pressure here. While he was set above the people in a form

of leadership, they were able to persuade him to give into sin, specifically idolatry.  Have you
ever found yourself in a place like that? The devil often attacks the leader. If the leader gives
in to temptation, then why shouldn't everyone else? You are a leader whether you asked to
be one or not because you are a christian. This world looks to you to see what you will do,
who you will follow, and the actions that you will take. 
 
Worshipping idols often translates into worshipping some image in love or admiration. Even
in cases where cultures sought help from these false gods, they still took the time to carve an
image that symbolized their desires, their hopes, and their admiration. 
 
Aaron asked the people to take off their personal earrings for the idol's golden appearance.
They did which means they sacrificed to have their "god." In actuality, they sacrificed to have
an image that did not profit them at all, but only drove a wedge between them and the one
true God. 
 
What sorts of things do we sacrifice for? Do we love those things, admire those things, and
inadvertently worship them? If so, that is idolatry.
 
Aaron at one point tried to say that the image represented the one true God sort of like a
symbol would. That is a scary position to take. We need to carefully think about it. Do we
have objects that we allow to take the place of God? By take his place, do we love them
above him? Do we devote our attention to them above him? Do we focus our desires on those
things above God? If so, again that is idolatry. It is idolatry even if it appears to be a godly
thing. Sometimes we can disobey with an action that is godly. For instance, let's say that God
asked me to spend 20 minutes reading my bible. Instead, I decide to go to the bible book
store to find a christian devotion. Disobedience is still sin even if we choose something that
looks like it might represent God.
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Exodus 32:1-8 NIV
"When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around
Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods[a] who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out
of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.”2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that
your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took off
their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the
shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods,[b] Israel, who brought you up
out of Egypt.”5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will
be a festival to the Lord.” 6 So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented
fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.7 Then
the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become
corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an
idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your
gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt."
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