
COLLEGE AND CAREER
 

 

CLOSER THAN A BROTHER
FAITHFUL

 

WHERE DO I START?

 
 
 

Stay faithful to the Lord. Set a time each day to talk to the Lord. Stay
faithful in your giving and attending the House of the Lord. 
 

Stay faithful to your friends. There is a need for true friends that will be
there for both the valleys and the mountain tops. Even if you 
 

Stay faithful to your family. There is a purpose for when and where you
were born. Your family will always need you and you need them. 
 

Stay faithful in the small things. All of the ideas and inspirations in the
world for the kingdom of God will never replace simple faithfulness and
dedication to the will of the Lord. 

In your life, you will have approximately 396 friendships, but only 36 will truly last
(that's one in 12). When it comes to friendship, less is many times more. Our friends
bring out the best in us or the worst. It's important to have Godly friends. 

A 1993 primate study at the University of Oxford indicated that each individual is only
capable of maintaining a certain number of social relationships at any given time.
Anthropologist Robin Dunbar estimated that the human limit for simultaneous
friendships at around 150 – known as ‘Dunbar’s number’.

King Saul tried to murder his own son Jonathan, but he Lord never left Jonathan's side.

Jonathan was one of David's most faithful friends.  

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW???
 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR ME?
 Have you ever found yourself surfing social media and suddenly the notification pops up

that you have a new friend request? In a small and mysterious way, it will many times make
us feel encouraged that someone else wants to be our friend. But are they really wanting to
be your friend, or are they just trying to make connections? You may get a few "happy
birthday" messages or "congrats" on accomplishments but will they be there when you need
them? The modern day has created a virtual world that we live in, but there will always be
a need for true friends.  
 

There is a friendship in the Bible that we can all take notes from. Jonathan was the son of
King Saul. Jonathan by definition means "to give". With Jonathan being the eldest son of
King Saul, he should have been next in line for the throne. God had other plans though.
Through the years, King Saul had lost the favor of the Lord, and it was time for change.
Through David, Jonathan had his inheritance taken away from him. Instead of becoming
jealous, Jonathan actually defended David. The Bible talks about how much of a loyal friend
Jonathan was and that he had a great faithfulness to the Lord. 
 

The faithfulness and friendship that Jonathan had towards David was stimulated through
the initial relationship that Jonathan had with the Lord. The Lord will always reward
faithfulness and just try to imagine the faithfulness that the Lord has towards us despite our
failures. The Lord's faithfulness towards us is unimaginable. Jonathan didn't get jealous, he
defended. He didn't become angry, he stayed submitted. He didn't let pride come in, he
stayed humble. 
 

We need to also realize that God many times has a bigger picture in mind. He will always
reward those who stay faithful to him despite the circumstances. Later on, even though
Jonathan's family was no longer on the throne, his son was later invited to dine with King
David. It was through Jonathan's faithfulness that his family was able to still be around the
King. There will always be a need and desire for friends that are faithful. May our love and
faithfulness for the Lord pour over into the souls of those around us. 
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1 Samuel 20:16-17 NKJV
16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the [d]house of David, saying, “Let  the Lord require 
it at the hand of David’s enemies.”17 Now Jonathan again caused David to vow, because he
loved him; for he loved him as he loved his own soul.
1 Samuel 23:16-18 NKJV
16 Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and [d]strengthened
his hand in God. 17 And he said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not
find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Even my father Saul
knows that.” 18 So the two of them made a covenant before the Lord. And David stayed in
the woods, and Jonathan went to his own house.
Proverbs 20:6 NIV
Many claim to have unfailing love, but a faithful person who can find?
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