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OBEDIENCE

CHOOSE
 

 

WHERE DO I START?

 
 
 

 
Who do you know? Do they need God's saving grace? Think about it for a
second. Visualize your friends faces. Do they need salvation? Do you even
know? Find out!
 
Do you take opportunities to witness to others? It can be intimidating to
share God's love with others, but he asked us to do just that. If we care for
our friends, we will want to anyways!
 
Are you ready to obey? What do you need to do differently to make sure
you are obeying every single day?
 
 

Webster define disobedience as "refusal or neglect to obey." The word that pops out to me is
neglect. Sometimes disobedience is as simple as neglect.

Jonah was a prophet which meant that God often told him the future (so to speak) of
other people.
Jonah was respected as a prophet which meant that if he said something it was going to
happen.
God wanted Jonah to go to Nineveh to preach to the people, letting them know that they
would be burned up for their wicked ways. However, Jonah did not want to go because
he knew God would forgive them if they turned to him and away from their wickedness.

DID YOU KNOW???
 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR ME?
 Has God ever asked you to do something that you didn't want to do? Now, after asking that

question, it's important to note who speaks on behalf of God. Obviously, your Pastor and Youth
Pastor will hear from God concerning your life, and then speak into yours. Also, your parents
do. Their voice is harder to heed at times. 
 
As much as we hate to admit it when we don't listen to our parents, things don't usually work
out. Jonah was in the same position. God had asked him to go and preach to a sinful people. He
didn't want to, so he ran in the opposite direction. By disobeying, he placed himself and
everyone around him in danger. What's even worse is that he knew his disobedience put others
in jeopardy. When the sailors approached him, he knew his disobedience has placed them in
danger. Jonah very simply instructed them to throw him over overboard, and their life would
be spared.
 
This is a pretty popular bible story, so you probably know how its ends. Jonah spent 3 days in
the belly of a big fish, got thrown up on shore (yuck), and finally went to Nineveh to preach.
When he finally obeyed God, the people heard his message, turned from their sin, and God
spared them.
 
God has asked you to do something very similar. He has asked you to go into the world and
proclaim the gospel. Matthew 28 states, "19 Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Jesus
Name), 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”
 
Are we obeying? This is an important question because like Jonah if we disobey we are putting
others in danger. What danger you ask? We place our friends or loved ones in the position of
missing the chance to know God and his saving grace. It is up to me and you to spread the
gospel. We do this because we love others and want to share what God can do for them. If you
are running from this calling, it's time to obey. It's time to share the gospel with others.
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Jonah 1:1-6;9-12 GNT
"One day the Lord spoke to Jonah son of Amittai. 2 He said, “Go to Nineveh, that great city, and speak out
against it; I am aware of how wicked its people are.” 3 Jonah, however, set out in the opposite direction in
order to get away from the Lord. He went to Joppa, where he found a ship about to go to Spain. He paid his
fare and went aboard with the crew to sail to Spain, where he would be away from the Lord.4 But
the Lord sent a strong wind on the sea, and the storm was so violent that the ship was in danger of breaking
up. 5 The sailors were terrified and cried out for help, each one to his own god. Then, in order to lessen the
danger,[a] they threw the cargo[b] overboard. Meanwhile, Jonah had gone below and was lying in the ship's
hold, sound asleep.6 The captain found him there and said to him, “What are you doing asleep? Get up and
pray to your god for help. Maybe he will feel sorry for us and spare our lives.”
 
9 “I am a Hebrew,” Jonah answered. “I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made land and
sea.” 10 Jonah went on to tell them that he was running away from the Lord.The sailors were terrified, and
said to him, “That was an awful thing to do!”[c] 11 The storm was getting worse all the time, so the sailors
asked him, “What should we do to you to stop the storm?”12 Jonah answered, “Throw me into the sea, and it
will calm down. I know it is my fault that you are caught in this violent storm.”

SCRIPTURES
 


