
Hannah was 1 of 2 wives belonging to Elkanah, and she was the one who was childless. In those

times, childlessness was considered a failure. Every year, Hannah and her family would go to the

temple to pray and make sacrifices as was the Jewish customs. Each year she would go as a marked

woman of "failure" in her own eyes and most likely by other women. However, she was most definitely

taunted by Elkanah's second wife. I do want to point out that her husband did not treat her that way.

Historians agree that Hannah could have lived in this sorrow for up to 19 years or more. Each year she

was provoked and made to feel like a failure.

One year, she went to the temple and wept so sorrowfully that she drew attention from the high

priest, Eli, who thought she was drunk. When he approached her, she told him that she wasn't drunk

but full of sorrow and childlessness.

 

In Samuel 1:15-16, " And Hannah answered and said no my Lord I am a woman of sorrowful spirit: I

have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord. Count not

thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have I

spoken hitherto." I think it is very powerful to point out that a daughter of Belial is literally a daughter

of worthlessness. Years went by and she felt like a failure. Day after day would go by and she would

not get what her heart really wanted so desperately. Despite all of that, she did not call herself

worthless and she petitioned with Eli that he not see her worthless!

Because of her petition, her mindset, and her consistent prayers year after year, God heard her cry.

And, Eli spoke a blessing and prophecy over her that she would have a child. He told her to go in

PEACE. She did not go in sorrow, disbelief, worthlessness, or a feeling of failure.

 

CHALLENGE

I challenge you to not let society make you feel like a failure because of what you may no have YET.

God may still be developing things in your life that just haven't come to pass YET. You are not a

failure! Be still. Wait on the Lord, and keep praying to him!

 

 

 

Failure 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR ME?

WHERE DO I START?

Age 11-14 year olds

Did you know?
L E T ' S  T A L K  F A C T S

SCRIPTURES

1 Samuel 1:10-11;15-17

"Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as

she prayed to the Lord. And she made this vow:

“O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, if you will look

upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give

me a son, then I will give him back to you. He

will be yours for his entire lifetime...

 

I am very discouraged, and I was pouring out

my heart to the Lord. Don’t think I am a wicked

woman! For I have been praying out of great

anguish and sorrow. In that case,” Eli said, “go

in peace! May the God of Israel grant the

request you have asked of him.”

 

 

 

HANNAH

Keep on!

By: Lacy N. Duvall

STEP 1

Keep believing!

 

STEP 2

Keep praying!

 

Step 3

Don't see yourself as a worthless failure!

 

Step 4

Watch God turn your situation around!

 

Hannah prayed for a child for years.

Her husband took very good care of

her.

Her husband had a second wife. That

wife had children.

Having children during this time was

extremely important to married

women.

Hannah was filled with so much

anguish while she prayed that the

priest thought she had been drinking

wine.

She was faithful to ask God for a

child.

 


