
As a young boy, Samuel  was in living in and around the presence of God because the ark of the covenant was

at his place of dwelling- the temple. However, he had not had a revelation of God yet. This happens in the

modern church all the time. People can be around the presence of God all the time and still not know who he is

because of a lack of personal time with him.

 

It took the man of God in his life to help him recognize God's voice. God was calling Samuel's name in the night,

but Samuel did not recognize God's voice. Eli had to give him direction before he could access his future

ministry of prophecy. It's easy to fail at hearing God's voice. That's why God places pastors in our lives to help

guide us to what God is saying.

 

Eli was the man of God in Samuel's life. It is important to note that Eli was not perfect. He had his own

failures. In fact, the book of Samuel talks about how God gave Samuel a revelation of how Eli had not

protected the house of God from his children's severe sins and what would come of that situation. Even still,

Samuel would have never had his own ministry without the direction, the wisdom, and tutelage he was given by

the man of God. 

 

The modern church often struggles with expecting and wanting others around them to be perfect.

However, God does not use perfect people. Our entire world is full of imperfect people including you, but God

is being glorified through their lives, our lives. Think of it like Paul said, "follow me as I follow Christ." Eli later

died in his old age, but even having failed at times, God gave him a full life of ministry and blessed his efforts.

For example, Eli spoke that Hannah would have a child that child was Samuel. God honored Eli's prophecy (a

miracle for sure), and Eli produced mighty men of God like Samuel within his ministry. 

 

CHALLENGE

You will fail! People will fail you, so let's love each other, honor each other! I challenge you to accept that

failure is a normal part of being human, and God still uses us to further his kingdom anyway.

 

 

Failure

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR ME?

WHERE DO I START?

Age College and Career

Did you know?
L E T ' S  T A L K  F A C T S

SCRIPTURES

 

1 Samuel 3:7-10

"Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, because the

word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

Once again, for the third time, the LORD called to

Samuel. He got up, went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for

you have called me.” Then Eli realized that it was the

LORD who was calling the boy. “Go and lie down,” he

said to Samuel, “and if He calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD,

for Your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay

down in his place.Then the LORD came and stood there,

calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel

answered, “Speak, for Your servant is listening.

 

Confess it!

By: Lacy N. Duvall

Confession 1

We have all sinned and come up short. God forgives my short-comings!

 

Confession 2

God was able to use Samuel even when he failed to hear God speak 3 times in a row. God can use my life

too even if its hard for me to hear his voice!

 

Confession 3

Eli was not a perfect father, and God still used him! Even if I fail, God still wants to use me to further his

kingdom. There are no perfect people. 

 

Confession 4

Failure does not disqualify me!

 

Samuel lived in the temple as a

young boy with Eli the priest.

In the night, the Lord tried to talk to

Samuel 3 times, but Samuel thought

Eli was the one talking to him.

Finally, Eli explained to Samuel that

it was God trying to talk to him.

Samuel grew to be a great prophet in

his time.

A Prophet is a man who can see what

the future holds for God's people.

 

DOES NOT DISQUALIFY


