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WHERE DO I START?

 
 
 

 
Do you have a small or great urge to impress your friends? Be careful if so!
The only one you need to please is God.
 
Do you struggle with pride? Pride will cause you to fall every single time.
It's best to humble yourself from the beginning instead of falling. Falling
hurts, but choosing to bow out of respect to God is rewarding. 
 
Do you have friends urging you into a mistake? If so, walk away! Get the
input from the elders in your life. They are usually right!
 
 

Who is King Rehoboam? He was one of the first kings in the line of David. In
fact, he was King David's grandson.

While King Solomon had numerous wives, Rehoboam is the only child
mentioned.
He succeeded his father's throne.
He is the King who, unfortunately, caused the divide of God's people into
two kingdoms.

DID YOU KNOW???
 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR ME?
 So, what happened? How did he manage to divide the kingdom into two parts? 

 
It would seem that he was hanging out with some fairly arrogant friends who gave him faulty advice. His
father, King Solomon had a significant amount of building projects through his reign as king including the
Temple and his own large home. In short, he had employed the labor of some of his subjects. They were
basically very over worked and burdened by it.
 
When Rehoboam was made king, they came to him asking that he would lighten their load. Rightfully so,
Rehoboam sought guidance. Let's be honest; that was a pretty tough situation to be placed in so quickly. He
asked the input of two different groups: the first group were elders who served under his father and the
second was a group of his own friends.
 
The elders advised him to look after the needs of the people, insisting that if he did they would remain loyal
to him through the years. Rehoboam's younger and seemingly prideful friends advised him to tell the
people that he would increase the load on them and work them even harder. Unfortunately, he followed
the input of his friends. Just like that, the kingdom split because as you can guess, the people did not want
to follow him.
 
This is actually an important lesson in leadership. Position does not equal respect and followers. A leader
has to earn that through relationships and trust building. Leaders who assume that position and title are
everything, do so in pride and error.  
 
Rehoboam's pride in his position cost him half of the kingdom, broke the unity of God's people, and opened
the door to more idol worship. That's a pretty big, bad choice.
 
Sometimes, your friends will urge you to make choices that will result in the same consequences as
Rehoboam's. For instance, you might be listening to a friend who is urging you to participate in the wrong
thing. No matter what that thing is, if it's wrong it will cause a division to come between you and God and
also open up doors in your life to make that thing (whatever it is) an idol.  Pride can get us every time when
we are dealing with friends. We must be careful to place ourselves humbly in God's hands and choose the
Godly things even if it makes us look weak to our friends. 
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I Kings 12: 1-11 NIV
"1Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone there to make him king. 2When Jeroboam son of Nebat
heard this (he was still in Egypt, where he had fled from King Solomon), he returned from a Egypt. 3So they
sent for Jeroboam, and he and the whole assembly of Israel went to Rehoboam and said to him: 4“Your father
put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve
you.”5Rehoboam answered, “Go away for three days and then come back to me.” So the people went
away.6Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father Solomon during his lifetime. “How
would you advise me to answer these people?” he asked.7They replied, “If today you will be a servant to these
people and serve them and give them a favorable answer, they will always be your servants.”8But Rehoboam
rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted the young men who had grown up with him and were
serving him. 9He asked them, “What is your advice? How should we answer these people who say to me,
‘Lighten the yoke your father put on us’?”10The young men who had grown up with him replied, “These people
have said to you, ‘Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our yoke lighter.’ Now tell them, ‘My little
finger is thicker than my father’s waist. 11My father laid on you a heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier. My
father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.’ ”
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